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GALLIPOLI CAMPAIGN — LEMNOS 
Statement by Member for Perth 

MS E. EVANGEL (Perth) [1.56 pm]: This weekend, we will celebrate the centenary of our Anzacs, a 
significant milestone in our national history. The first major campaign by Australian forces in the First World 
War was at Gallipoli, which saw 50 000 Australian troops take part, with over 8 700 killed and 19 000 wounded. 
The significance of this campaign to Australia and its part in Australian history has long been recognised. What 
has not been sufficiently recognised, however, is the critical role that the nearby island of Lemnos played in the 
Gallipoli campaign. The Greek island of Lemnos, in the northern Aegean Sea, lies less than 150 kilometres away 
from Gallipoli, and its critical role in the Gallipoli campaign is indicated by the following facts and others. The 
island was the principal assembly, embarkation and supply point for the Gallipoli landings. The innovative 
landing techniques employed at Gallipoli were practised on Lemnos prior to the troops’ deployment at Gallipoli. 
The island’s harbour was a major staging post for naval operations in the Gallipoli campaign. It was the location 
of the major nursing stations for the Gallipoli campaign, and it is the location of two major but unrecognised 
commonwealth war graves, with 148 Australian graves. On 30 October 1918, the armistice between the defeated 
Ottoman empire and the allies was signed on board the HMS Agamemnon in Mudros Harbour, signalising the 
end of the war in that theatre. It is timely now at our centenary Anzac celebration to recognise the vital historical 
contribution to our history of the island of Lemnos and its people. I would like to particularly acknowledge 
Hon  John Pandazopoulos for his commitment to seeking appropriate recognition of Lemnos and its people in the 
commemoration of Anzac in Australia and overseas. 
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